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Dvar Torah: Aaron Roller
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in the depths of hedonism and immorality. All boundaries

of modesty and propriety were dissolved as the people sought more and more outrageous physical sensations.
The consequence of their transgressions was the dissolution of their entire world, as the flood washed them away.

This, Rav Kook explains, is why Noach was not on the level of Avraham. While Noach refrained from the immorality of his
generation, he did not fully learn from their downfall that the purpose of the physical is to uplift and elevate the physical.
We see this reflected in his action of planting a vineyard and becoming drunk immediately following the flood. Alcohol and

physical intimacy are both fraught areas that have the potential to either imbue holiness into our world (through the mitzvot
of kiddush and kiddushin, respectively) or bring us down the very depths of animalistic behavior. While Noach was indeed a
tzaddik in his generation, he was ultimately not able to escape their folly.

As for the generation of the Tower of Babel, they went in the opposite direction, seeking to use the physical to connect with
the divine, but in the most misguided way imaginable. They misunderstood that the way to use the physical to reach G-d is
by developing morality and using the world around them to help others. They thought they could access Hashem by literally
building a tower that would reach heaven, and in misunderstanding Hashem, they thought it possible for finite human
beings to battle with the infinite G-d.

These misguided expressions pave the way for the story of the man who, through his relationship with Hashem, would begin
the process of bringing Heaven and Earth together again. May we all merit to live up to the example of our Patriarch,
Avraham Avinu.

Dvar Torah - to participate in the Community
Divrei Torah Project, please contact Isaac Mass
— isaacbenmass@gmail.com
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