
This week’s portion – Shemini – has much about it to discuss. The 
consecration of the Mishkan, The ordaining of the first Kohanim, 

and the tragedy of the eldest sons of Aharon. I would like to focus 
on a different topic – One that may not be so obvious. That topic 
is the importance not only of each individual Jew but upon the 
entire nation of Jews as one. 

We first see that Aharon is commanded to bring a sacrifice to 
atone for his sins but also must bring one to atone for the sins of 
the nation. At the end of the service, we see Aharon and the 
nation are distraught because the Shechinah has not come down 
onto the Mishkan. As I heard this morning on the Portion Pod-

cast, (Thank you Rabbi B. and Aaron) Aharon thought it was his fault for his sin of the Golden Calf and the 
nation thought it was because of their sins. We never really find out whether it was Aharon or the nation 
but Moshe and Aharon enter the Mishkan and pray for atonement both for Aharon and the nation and the 
Shechinah descends. The forgiveness came for the entire nation not just individuals. 

The second incident is somewhat more confusing. We are told the story of Nadav and Avihu, the eldest 
sons of Aharon. They were killed by Hashem after performing an improper service in the Mishkan. Rashi 
tells us that they were not rebelling but feeling close to Hashem and wanted to get closer. So, what was 
their sin? As a nation we are given rules to follow that are very specific. It is not up to the individual to 

decide what they want to do or when they want to do it.  

Next, we are told the Moshe is to tell the cousins of Aharon to remove their bodies. Why not his two younger sons Elazar and Itamar. We learn in Emor 
that a regular Kohen can become Tameh for immediate family. So even though Aharon could not do it since a Kohen Gadol can never become Tameh, his 
sons could have done it. Rashi tells us that the needs of the nation overrode personal needs, Elazar and Itamar needed to remain pure so they could com-
plete the service in the Mishkan. That need was greater than attending to the bodies of their brothers.  

Finally, the Torah tells us that Moshe told Aharon not to grieve because everything is determined by Hashem even if we do not understand the reasoning. 
We are then told however that the entire nation grieved. Why? Maybe be upset but why grief? In Young Israel we hear every Shabbos in announcements 
Praise to our God in Heaven who c reated the Jewish people. (Thank you, Duke,) The praise is for creating the nation not each individual!  

Best Wishes for a Good Shabbos! 

Sponsorship Opportunities:  
• Kiddush: $120 
• Seudas Shlishi: $85 
• Yartzeit Board: $250 
• Eitz Chaim: $120 
• Weekly Newsletter: $50 
 
Scrip - Purchase on YI’s website or 
by contacting Joyce at  
JJoseph5@aol.com 

Tribute Cards— Support YI & 
mark any occasion by purchasing 
on YI’s website.  
 

Dvar Torah - to participate in the Community 
Divrei Torah Project, please contact Isaac Mass  
— isaacbenmass@gmail.com   
 
Membership 
$1,525 Regular Family 
$775 Single / Retired Family / Young Family 
(under 30 years) 
$400 Young Single (under 30) 
$500 First year at YI—Family 
$250 First year at YI—Single 
$500 Associate Membership 
For more info, contact Shmuel at  
Samuel.Gluck@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter submissions deadline 4:00 pm Thursdays.   

Kiddish is sponsored by 

Duke McCarthy: All praise, glory, 

honor, and blessings to the G-d of 

the Jewish People, His Chosen. 

And all of the Earth. May He bless 

all Israel and Jews throughout the 

world; with peace and mercy, and 

health, and knowledge of Torah. 

Especially Young Israel of Cherry 

Hill and Families. Please, Amen  

  

Shalosh Seudos is sponsored 

by the Gershuny family com-

memorating the 5th yahrzeit of 

Yosef Chaim's mother Rut bat 

Avraham, ז״ל. 

Dvar Torah: Ken Goldwasser  

Parshat Shemini — Adar II 23, 5779— March 29, 2019 

Candle Lighting 7:03 pm 

Mincha & Maariv 7:05 pm 

Sunset 7:21 pm 

Shacharis 8:30 am 

Jr Minyan R’ Binyamin 9:45 am 

Shabbos Groups 9:45 am 

Rabbi’s Navi Shiur 6:20 pm 

Mincha 6:50 pm 

Maariv 8:04 pm 

Shabbos Ends 8:13 pm 

Shabbos Times 

Next Week 

Shacharis (Sun) 8:30 am 

Shacharis (Mon- Fri) 6:45 am 

Mincha & Maariv  7:10 pm 

Mincha & Maariv  (Fri) 7:10 pm 

Nightfall/Shma after 8:05 pm 

Kollel Maariv (Sun-Tues) 9:15 pm 

Gemara Makos– Men (Mon) 8:30 pm 

Young Israel of Cherry Hill  817 Cooper Landing Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002   Phone: (856) 442-9424   yicherryhill.com 

Pesach Issue, April 20th will be a double issue including the week for April 27th. All submissions are due TUESDAY APRIL 16th by 

4PM.  

Mazal Tov! Shalom Zachor for the Levy family Friday night at 9:30 at 427 Saratoga Drive 

Bris is scheduled for Sunday morning at 9:30 AM following an 8:45 Shacharis at SOI  
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